
 

 

 

Visual Studio 2008 Product Comparison 

Data Sheet 

Published: March 2008 (Version 1.07) 
For the latest information, please see http://www.microsoft.com/vstudio  
 
Note: This product comparison is for illustrative purposes only. 

 
 

  

http://www.microsoft.com/vstudio


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The information contained in this document represents the 
current view of Microsoft Corporation on the issues discussed 
as of the date of publication. Because Microsoft must respond 
to changing market conditions, it should not be interpreted to 
be a commitment on the part of Microsoft, and Microsoft 
cannot guarantee the accuracy of any information presented 
after the date of publication. 

This Data Sheet is for informational purposes only. MICROSOFT 
MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS, IMPLIED OR STATUTORY, 
AS TO THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT. 

Complying with all applicable copyright laws is the 
responsibility of the user. Without limiting the rights under 
copyright, no part of this document may be reproduced, stored 
in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted in any 
form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise), or for any purpose, without the 
express written permission of Microsoft Corporation. 

Microsoft may have patents, patent applications, trademarks, 
copyrights, or other intellectual property rights covering 
subject matter in this document. Except as expressly provided 
in any written license agreement from Microsoft, the furnishing 
of this document does not give you any license to these 
patents, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property. 

© 2008 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Microsoft, ActiveX, Excel, InfoPath, IntelliSense, Internet 
Explorer, JScript, MSDN, Outlook, PowerPoint, SharePoint, SQL 
Server, Visio, Visual Basic, Visual C++, Visual C#, Visual Studio, 
Win32, and Windows Mobile are trademarks of the Microsoft 
group of companies  

All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. 

 

 

 
  



 

3 
 

 

Table of Contents 

General .......................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Languages .................................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Project System ........................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Extensibility ................................................................................................................................................................ 5 

External Tools ............................................................................................................................................................ 5 

Environment Options ................................................................................................................................................. 6 

Setup Experience ....................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Help System ............................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Basic Tools ..................................................................................................................................................................... 8 

Code Editing Tools ..................................................................................................................................................... 8 

Refactoring Tools ....................................................................................................................................................... 9 

Debugging Tools ...................................................................................................................................................... 10 

Build and Deployment Tools .................................................................................................................................... 13 

Data-Related Tools ...................................................................................................................................................... 15 

Data Tools ................................................................................................................................................................ 15 

XML Tools ................................................................................................................................................................ 15 

Reporting Tools ........................................................................................................................................................ 16 

Platform Tools ............................................................................................................................................................. 17 

Office Development ................................................................................................................................................. 17 

Smart Device Development ..................................................................................................................................... 19 

Web & WCF Development ....................................................................................................................................... 20 

Windows Development ........................................................................................................................................... 21 

Advanced Tools ............................................................................................................................................................ 24 

Distributed System Design Tools ............................................................................................................................. 24 

Database Development Tools .................................................................................................................................. 25 

Code Analysis Tools ................................................................................................................................................. 26 

Code Profiling Tools ................................................................................................................................................. 27 

Code Quality Tools ................................................................................................................................................... 28 

Appendix ...................................................................................................................................................................... 32 

Item Templates ........................................................................................................................................................ 32 

  



 

4 
 

General 

Languages 

Visual Studio provides several programming 
languages for software development 

           

JScript 8.0 is an open implementation of JavaScript 
for creating active online content for the Web 

ǅ       ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Visual Basic 2008 is an evolution of the Visual Basic 
language that is engineered for productively building 
type-safe and object-oriented applications 

ǅ ǅ     ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Visual C# 2008 brings the expressiveness and 
elegance of C-style languages to enable rapid 
application development for the .NET Framework 

ǅ   ǅ   ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Visual C++ 2008 provides a powerful and flexible 
development environment for creating Microsoft 
Windowsςbased and Microsoft .NETςbased 
applications 

      ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

 

Project System 

Use the Project System to manage items required by 
your development effort, such as references, data 
connections, folders, and files 

           

Auto-Convert Projects enables you to easily move 
projects based on the .NET 2.0 Framework to .NET 
Framework 3.5 

  ǅ ǅ                 

Multitargeting Support enables you to target your 
code to a specific version of the .NET Framework 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Service Reference adds references to Windows 
Communication Foundation (WCF) services 

ǅ ǅ ǅ   ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Solution Explorer provides an organized view of a 
solution's projects and files 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Solutions can contain multiple projects that you can 
open, close, and save together 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Upgrade Wizard enables you to open a Visual Basic 
6.0 project in Visual Basic 2008 and step through the 
upgrade process 

  ǅ     ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Visual Studio Conversion Wizard enables you to 
convert a solution or project to the project file 
format that is used by this version of Visual Studio 

ǅ     ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Web References enable you to use objects and 
methods provided by a Web service in your code 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

 

http://msdn2.microsoft.com/library/60z6y467.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vwd/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vb/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vcsharp/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vc/
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894669.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894671.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933749.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933747.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933752.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933754.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933735.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vwd/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vb/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vcsharp/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vc/
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894669.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894671.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933749.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933747.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933752.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933754.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933735.aspx
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Extensibility 

Visual Studio is a highly-extensible and automatable 
integrated development environment 

           

Add-Ins enable you to create Visual Studio add-ins to 
extend or automate the functionality of Visual Studio  

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Macros and Macros IDE enable you to create, 
manipulate, edit, and run macros to automate Visual 
{ǘǳŘƛƻ ǳǎƛƴƎ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ {ǘǳŘƛƻΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻŘŜƭ 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Visual Studio Add-in project template for creating an 
Add-in loadable into both the Visual Studio and the 
Visual Studio Macros IDE 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

VSPackages enable you to create software modules 
for extending Visual Studio with UI elements, 
services, projects, editors, and designers 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Wizards enable you to extend or automate the 
functionality of Visual Studio using programs that 
lead a user through a series of actions to accomplish 
a complex, repetitive, or difficult task 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

 

External Tools 

Visual Studio includes a number of core external 
tools to aid in developing and debugging your 
applications  

           

.NET Framework Tools make it easier for you to 
create, deploy, and manage applications and 
components that target the .NET Framework (see 
.NET Framework Tools) 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

ATL/MFC Trace Tool displays debug trace messages 
in the ATL and MFC sources 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Create GUID generates a GUID based on specified 
criteria 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Dotfuscator Community Edition enables you to 
protect your managed application from reverse 
engineering 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Error Lookup retrieves a system error message or 
module error message based on the value entered 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

External Tools dialog box enables you to add tools to 
the Tools menu, which you can then launch from 
within Visual Studio 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Source Control Integration enables two options: 
source control solution based on the Source Control 
Plug-in API (formerly known as the MSSCCI API), or a 
source control VSPackage 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Spy++ provides a graphical view of the processes, 
threads, windows, and window messages of a system 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/d9kh6s92.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vwd/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vb/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vcsharp/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vc/
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894669.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894671.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933749.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933747.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933752.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933754.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933735.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vwd/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vb/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vcsharp/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vc/
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894669.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894671.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933749.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933747.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933752.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933754.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933735.aspx
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External Tools 

Visual Studio includes a number of core external 
tools to aid in developing and debugging your 
applications  

           

Team Explorer Integration enables you to install 
Team Explorer for use with Team Foundation Server, 
which also requires a Team Foundation Server CAL 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Team Foundation Server CAL included for accessing 
Team Foundation Server       

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Team Foundation Server Workgroup Edition 
included when purchasing Visual Studio Team System 
Editions with an MSDN Premium Subscription 

      
ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Visual Studio 2008 Image Library is a collection of 
over 1,800 application images and videos you can use 
to create applications that look visually consistent 
with Microsoft software 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Visual Studio Command Prompt opens a command 
prompt and sets the environment for using Visual 
Studio 2008 command-line tools 

      ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

 

Environment Options 

The many settings available enable you customize 
Visual Studio to better match your development style 

           

Add-Ins/Macro Security options enable you to 
define security settings for running add-ins and 
macros in Visual Studio 

        ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

AutoRecover options enable you to specify whether 
or not files are automatically saved periodically while 
they are open, and whether restore modified files if 
Visual Studio shuts down unexpectedly 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Documents options to control the display of 
documents in Visual Studio and manage external 
changes to documents and files 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Filtered Options enables you to simplify the options 
available to a subset of those available 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ               

Fonts and Colors options enables you to establish a 
custom font and color scheme for various user 
interface elements in Visual Studio, including syntax-
specific fonts and colors 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

General options enable you to specify some basic IDE 
options, such as document UI, application 
animations, and file associations 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

Import and Export Settings Wizard enables you to 
export settings, import settings, or overwrite your 
settings by using a predefined settings collection 

ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ ǅ 

http://www.microsoft.com/express/vwd/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vb/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vcsharp/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vc/
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894669.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894671.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933749.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933747.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933752.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933754.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933735.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vwd/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vb/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vcsharp/
http://www.microsoft.com/express/vc/
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894669.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vs2008/products/bb894671.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933749.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933747.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/vsts2008/products/bb933752.aspx

